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i. The teacher, thoroughly believing in the aims and strong 
enough to execute for them. 

2. Pupils possessing a reasonable degree of aptitude. 

3. A school wherein the spirit of earnest effort predominates. 

4. A book — almost any book with plenty of problems and 

a teacher. 

Onbonta Normal School, 
Oneonta, N. Y. 



NOTES AND NEWS. 

The Mathematics Teacher is sent* free to every member of 
the association who has paid his dues, and it is hoped that each 
member may interest another in the magazine and the associ- 
ation and send their names to the secretary for membership. 

The Annual Meeting was held at Franklin and Marshall 
College, Lancaster, Pa., November 28, 1908. 

The treasurer's report, showing a balance of $358-53 on 
hand, was audited and found correct. 

The chairman of the Algebra Syllabus Committee reported 
the work well under way, and asked for a time extension of one 
year in which to finish the syllabus. The request was granted, 
but the sense of the meeting was that the work should be in 
finished shape by the next annual meeting. 

The following delegates and committees were appointed : 

Delegates to the American Federation — L. S. Hulbert, Daniel 
D. Feldman, I. J. Schwatt, Eugene R. Smith, J. T. Rorer, David 
Eugene Smith, Edwin S. Crawley, W. H. Metzler, W. A. Cor- 
nish, William Betz. 

Committee on Publication — William H. Metzler, chairman and 
editor-in-chief, Jonathan T. Rorer, Eugene Randolph Smith. 

Committee to Investigate the Present Condition of Mathe- 
matics in Continuation Schools — William E. Breckenridge, 
chairman, two others to be appointed. 

Proposed Amendment. — Paragraph I of Section VI to read : 
" The annual meeting shall be held at a time and place to be 
selected by the Council." 
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Officers Elected for the Year 1909. 

President — William Henry Maltbie, Woman's College, Balti- 
more, Md. 

Vice-president — William E. Breckenridge, Stuyvesant High 
School, New York City. 

Secretary — Eugene Randolph Smith, Polytechnic Preparatory 
School, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Treasurer — Emma Hazleton Carroll, High School for Girls, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Council Members — William H. Metzler, Susan C. Lodge. 

The next meeting will be held at Syracuse University, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., on Saturday, April 10. 

The following new members were electeu . 

R. Bennett, William M., A.M. ; West High School, Rochester, N. Y. 

350 Bronson Ave. 
S. Bond, Willis Elmer, A.B. ; Potsdam Normal School, Potsdam, 

N. Y. 
P. Bowman, Ina C, A.B. ; High School for Girls, Philadelphia, Pa 

2029 North 17th Street. 
P. Constable, Mary Louise, B.S. ; Girls High School, Philadelphia. 

Pa. 1241 S. Broad Street. 
N. Y. Daniels, Harriet McDoual, A.B. ; Charlton School, New York 

City. Union Settlement, 237 E. 104th Street. 
N. Y. Davis, Martha Grosvenor, B.S. ; Brooklyn Heights Seminary 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 414 W. 118th Street, New York City. 
P. Evans, Professor Henry Brown, Ph.D. ; University of Pennsyl 

vania, Philadelphia, Pa. College Hall. 
S. Lidell, Burton William, A.B. ; Potsdam Normal School, Pots- 
dam, N. Y. 
N. Y. Maier, G. W. Marque, M.S. ; Polytechnic Preparatory School. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Pt. Mallenauer, Adeline, A.B. ; Perryopolis High School, Perryo 

polis, Pa. 
P; Patton, Mable Carey; Girls High School, Philadelphia, Pa 

Media, Pa. 
Peck, Professor Noble, A.M.; The George Washington Univer 

sity, Washington, D. C. 1718 22d Street, N. W. 
R. Pierce, Eunice Martha, A.B. ; Lockport High School, Lockport. 

N. Y. The Genesee. 
N. Y. Sears, Jonathan Thatcher, A.B. ; Polytechnic Preparatory 

School, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The Syracuse Section held its third annuel meeting on the 
afternoon of December 29, 1908. 

The following program was given before a very interested 
body of teachers: 
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I. " Field Notes on the Teaching of Secondary Mathematics," 
by Inspector H. De W. De Groat, Education Department, 
Albany, N. Y. 

II. " What Should be the Aims in Teaching Algebra and How 
to Attain Them," by Arthur M. Curtis, Oneonta Normal School, 
and Charles Earle Bikle, Syracuse High School. 

III. " What Should be the Aims in Teaching Geometry and 
How to Attain Them," by Willis E. Bond, Potsdam Normal 
School, and Eugene P. Sisson, Colgate Academy. 

There were about one hundred in attendance. Fourteen appli- 
cations for membership were received. 

Officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows : 

President — Mr. Eugene P. Sisson, Colgate Academy. 

Secretary and Treasurer — Daniel Pratt, Syracuse University. 

Executive Committee — Mr. Fred R. Keck, Utica High School ; 
Mr. Wm. V. Wilmot, Huntington High School; Miss Anna I. 
Byrne, Syracuse High School. 

The New York Section held a regular meeting at the High 
School of Commerce, New York City, Friday, December n, 
1908, at 8:15 P. M. The following program proved very inter- 
esting: Report of Secretary and Treasurer; Report of the Com- 
mittee on Marking Mathematical Papers, A. Latham Baker, 
Manual Training High School ; General Topic for the Evening : 
Modern Tendencies in the Teaching of Algebra, or, An Evening 
with the Writers of some of the Modern Text-books in Algebra, 
(a) Fletcher Durell, Mathematical Master in the Lawrencevillc 
School; (b) Isaac J. Schwatt, Assistant Professor of Mathe- 
matics in the University of Pennsylvania; (c) N. J. Lennes, 
Instructor in Mathematics, Brown University; the discussion 
was led by the following: (a) Wm. E. Breckenridge, Stuy- 
vesant High School, New York City, (b) Merle L. Bishop, 
Boys' High School, Brooklyn, (c) Oscar W. Anthony, DeWitt 
Clinton High School, New York City ; election of two members 
of the Executive Committee. 

The Council of the American Federation of Teachers 
of the Mathematical and Natural Sciences met in 
Baltimore, Md., on Monday, December 28. Of the thirty- 
three members nineteen were present either in person or by 
proxy. The report of the Executive Committee, presented by 
Mr. J. T. Rorer, outlined the work of the year in connection 
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with organization, the appointment of a special committee on 
the bibliography of science teaching, the issue of the November 
Bulletin and the preparations for the Council meeting at 
Baltimore. It pointed out some of the specific questions which 
might naturally engage the attention of the officers of the 
Federation during the coming year. 

The following article was added to the articles of federation 
as adopted at the Chicago meeting: 

These articles may be amended at any annual meeting of the 
Council by a two thirds vote of the members present provided 
notice of the proposed amendment has been sent to all members 
of the Council and to the president and secretary of each feder- 
ated society at least thirty days prior to the meeting. 

The following resolutions were unanimously passed: 

Resolved: That the Americal Federation of Teachers of the 
Mathematical and Natural Sciences respectfully urges upon 
the Congress of the United States the enactment of such legis- 
lation as will greatly increase the scope and importance of the 
United States Bureau of Education and will enable it to render 
immediate and effective aid in the promotion of education in 
the mathematical and the natural sciences; and 

Resolved: That the Executive Committee of the Federation 
be authorized to take such. steps as may seem to it desirable to 
further such action by Congress. 

Three committees of the Federation were authorized as fol- 
lows: One on a syllabus of propositions in geometry; one on 
publication and publicity to report next year on the present 
needs and facilities for publishing material of interest to the 
federation, and to make such recommendations as to ways and 
means of improving these facilities; the third, a committee to 
investigate the present conditions of college entrance, to define 
the attitude of the Federation toward college entrance problems, 
and to recommend action that may tend to unify and simplify 
the college entrance requirements. 

The following officers for the coming year were elected: 
President, H. W. Tyler, Massachusetts Institute of Technology ; 
Secretary-Treasurer, C. R. Mann, University of Chicago: 
Other Members of the Executive Committee, G. W. Hunter, De 
Witt Clinton High School, New York; J. T. Rorer, Central 
High School, Philadelphia, Pa. ; C. H. Smith, Hyde Park High 
School, Chicago. 



